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ROWING   ASSOCIATION   ZIMBABWE

e-mail:  barelect@zol.co.zw



Invitation to attend the
Rowing Association Zimbabwe National Regatta
to be held at Lake Mutirikwe, Masvingo
on Saturday 19th September 2009
The Rowing Association Zimbabwe invites all interested individuals, clubs, schools and university students to participate in its National Regatta over the weekend of 19th/20th September at Lake Mutirikwe (formerly Lake Kyle) in Masvingo, Zimbabwe.
The venue is only 3 hours from Messina on good roads (not including border formalities of course) and is one of the most scenic dams in the country. Still clean water surrounded by magnificent granite mountains, game parks, and unspoilt woodlands, not to mention the nearby Zimbabwe Ruins, which is a most stunning World Heritage site.   It must be noted that dangerous crocodiles and hippos are now seldom encountered on Kyle, though these, and other wildlife, including rhino can be seen in the National Park on the northern shores of the lake.
Racing will take place over a 5 lane (start, 500m and finish buoys, but no lane markers), 1000m course (2000m in special cases), thus we will be aiming at good support from Senior clubs, but it is hoped schools will also support as they did for our regattas at Victoria Falls.  We hope that this will be an equally fun and worthwhile event.
Boat categories on offer are 1x, 2x, 4x and 4+/4- for both men and women, in the status categories of A, B, C or D.  Juniors are more than welcome to participates, but are asked to categorise themselves as per the given categories rather than by age-group.  Racing is set for Saturday, 19th September, but may continue on Sunday depending on entries.
Venue:  Kyle Boat Club, Lake Mutirikwe, Masvingo

Start Time:  8:00 a.m. on Saturday 
Entry Fee:  R40.00 per rower for the whole regatta, excluding coxes, which you may pay on the day.  Spectator entrance is free

Entries:  Please send your entries to Robin Barrett on barelect@zol.co.zw or fax them to +263-4-300757
Closing date for entries:  Monday the 31st of August 2009 at midnight. Late entries will be entertained but you will have to appear before the judge’s commission to state your case. Please send late entries to Robin Barrett at barelect@zol.co.zw 

Towing:  As we have very limited equipment ourselves, we would appreciate if you would bring the boats you intend to use.  If you wish to team up with other participants, contact us in early September and we will let you know who else is planning to come up.
Accommodation:  Limited space is available on site in the form of fishing cabins available for rent from the Kyle Boat Club and camping is permitted in the grounds.
Other accommodation and hotel options are as follows:-

National Parks Lodges (north shore) – self-catering (transport to the regatta site would be arranged for anyone staying here)
rates:
USD 60 per 4 bed cottage per night

USD 30 per 2 bed cottage per night
tel/fax:  +263-4-707624
e-mail:
cmushunje@zimparks.co.zw

cmuriro@zimparks.co.zw
Kyle View Chalets – serviced chalets, bed & breakfast, self-catering, camping
rates:
USD 40 per person bed & breakfast


USD 35 per person self catering


USD 4 per person camping (basic facilities)

tel:
+263-39-264877 / 261764

Group rates can be negotiated through Leah Gwaradzimba on cell no. +263-11-431654 
Inn on Great Zimbabwe – hotel and restaurant

rates:
USD 40 per person per night bed & breakfast


USD 17 per person for 3 course dinner 

tel/fax:
+263-39-264879/265083

e-mail:
iofz@innsofzimbabwe.co.zw

Great Zimbabwe Hotel – hotel and restaurant

rates:
Double - USD100 bed & breakfast

Single – USD85 bed & breakfast


Dinner – USD15 per person

tel:
+263-4-250501-7 (Africa Sun central reservations)

e-mail:
cro@zimsun.co.zw (central reservations)


gzim@gzim.zimsun.co.zw (Great Zimbabwe Hotel)
All prices are given in US Dollars which we now use, but Rand is equally acceptable and is generally exchanged at USD 1:ZAR 8.
Fuel:  Fuel is available in Masvingo, 45km from the venue
Catering:  There are several hotels in the area. Those intending to self-cater would be best advised to bring as much as possible with them from South Africa, otherwise limited shopping can be done in Masvingo.  Hamburger type refreshments will be on sale at the regatta and a bar will be run by KBC.
Lane Numbers:  These are not required. 

Directions:   These are as follows:

to Kyle Boat Club in Masvingo, Zimbabwe

1. Take the N1 North to the Beitbridge Border.

2. Once through the border, about 3km beyond, keep a sharp eye out for a poorly marked junction.  Take the right hand route – this goes to Masvingo, straight ahead goes to Bulawayo.

3. 5km before Masvingo, take the right hand turn to the Great Zimbabwe Monument and follow this road, past this monument and various hotels to the Kyle Boat Club (about 45km).
to the Kyle National Park, Masvingo, Zimbabwe

1. Follow directions 1. and 2. above.

2. Continue into Masvingo.

3. Take the right hand turn towards Nyika and Birchenough Bridge.  About 30km down this road is the turnoff to the Kyle National Park.
For further information please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours in rowing

Robin Barrett

RAZ Chairman & Regatta Organiser

tel:
+263-4-300756/8

cell:
+263-912-345651

fax:
+263-4-300757

e-mail:
barelect@zol.co.zw
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